TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT

LEADER +
TITLE OF THE PROJECT

“NETWORK FOR THE TRADING OF LOCAL PRODUCTS 

AND RURAL TOURISM”.

TAKING  INTO CONSIDERATION THAT:

The meeting was attended by the following partners:

1. COGAL Monte Poro-Serre Vibonesi -(IT); 

2. LAG Serre Vibonesi -(IT); 

3. LAG Valle Crati- (IT); 

4. LAG Serre Calabresi-Alta Locride- (IT); 

5. LAG Arco Jionico Sibaritide- (IT);

6. Development Agency of Heraklio - Crete (GR);

7. LAG OADYC - Crete - (GR);

8. Development Agency of Lasithi (Crete)-(GR);

9. Adraces Associacao Para o Desenvolvimento Da Raia Centro Sul- (PT);

10. Union of Communities of Larnaca -(CY);
11. Federatia Romana pentru Desvoltare   Montana si Rurala -  (RO);

On the basis of previous meetings held in March  17th 2000, April 6th 2001, April 28th 2002 held in Heraklion and in June 21st  2003 (held in Vibo Valentia) , a permanent network for the trans-national cooperation was created . Subsequently according to the community initiative Leader + , O.J. , N.C /20027/246 dated February  19th 2002, and other notifications of member States  of local  partnerships, the creation of a common project for the trans-national cooperation emerged as necessary. Such project took the name of “NETWORK FOR THE TRADING OF LOCAL PRODUCTS AND RURAL TOURISM”. 

Such a conclusion was reached following a close examination regarding the trans-national cooperation between the various member States of the European Union. Both previously subscribed agreement protocols and the present one indicate the commitments undertaken within the framework of past meetings.

The involvement of countries such as Cyprus, Bulgaria and Romania constitutes the choice of European Partners aiming at promoting and supporting their membership in the European Union, through the transfer of the acquired know-how as well as of recent experiences and those stemming from the Leader +  program  in the field of rural areas development. 

The said countries will be involved in the “Network” through specific programs provided for by the EU such as:  PHARE;  SAPARD and others.

Cyprus, Bulgaria and Romania decided to take part in the “Network”, given their participation in other community programs, such as the R3L program, dealing with the ongoing training. 

OBJECTIVES

The  main objective of the network  lies in the connection, integration and strengthening of previous interventions and initiatives  aimed at the creation of new opportunities and pre-requisites  for development

1) Improvement of the standards quality  underlying the current economic and rural system

2) Development of integrated tourist packages, combining typical local products, culture and tradition

3) Trading of the “pannier” of local products, by identifying the tools to disseminate the culture of the “Mediterranean Diet” as beneficial both to health and to the quality of life

4) E-Commerce and dissemination of IT in rural areas aiming at their promotion and integration in a broader circuit.

5) Training activities primarily based on e-learning in issues of common interest, such as management and administration of development projects, local animation, tourist marketing

6) Environmental protection and application of alternative energy sources

7) Cultural, historical and environmental heritage

8) Awareness of the quality services requested by the customers choosing tourism in rural areas as an alternative category of tourism or as one complementing conventional tourism

ACTIVITIES

1) Development of the activities implemented within the framework of the LEADER II Community Initiative

2) Identification of the panniers of products to trade

3) Organisation of the quantity of products and structuring of the supply abiding by quality standards

4) Trade and exchange agreements 

5) Fiscal, legal and administrative assistance in the field of import-export service – transport organisation  

6) Promotion and dissemination of cooperation activities; stages and workshops among the bodies of local development and dissemination of the methodologies to set up and develop enterprises in the field of rural tourism

7) Implementation of a concerted action of promotion and trading of rural tourism products and services (leaflets, web pages, dissemination through the Internet, CD-Rom, Video etc)

8) Common participation through exhibition and promotion activities, international tourist fairs and events to promote the local culture.

INTERVENTIONS (to verify following the identification of the funds allocated by the LEADER+ managing authorities)

1) Interventions aimed at public and private infrastructures in keeping with the provisions of the programs for local development for the promotion of the strategy and the objectives of trans-national cooperation as well as the “network for the trading of local products and rural tourism” project

2) Definition of the number of the workshops to take place in the different regions among the bodies operating in the fields of the trans-national cooperation project in order for the enterprises to exchange experiences, reach agreements and sign contracts

3) Identification of the economic operators to participate in European fair events

4) Selection of the subjects provided for in points 2) and 3) on the basis of common criteria to guarantee the fulfilment of common interests as well as the homogeneity of the objectives and the results to be achieved

5) Participation of the Opinion Leaders

6) Participation in cultural, training and information events of common interest to the “Network”

7) Use of the SATISGROUP trademark for the commercialisation of food products and of tourist packages

8) Establishment of specific rules regarding point 7)

9) Identification of packages of thematic tourism

10) CD Rom, poster, leaflets and use of the Internet

11) Common marketing activities

EXPECTED RESULTS

1) Exchange of good practices aimed at mutual knowledge, at the improvement of the quality standard of  common activities, at  the reinforcement of the partnership already considered as permanent.

2) Further extension of the local network to other enterprises for the creation of the  “critical mass” for the future trading products

3) Developing the enterprises operating in the target- regions  of the project

4) Increasing the number of rural tourist operators within the target regions of the project

5) Creation of new tourist itineraries  

6) Delivery of new tourist packages  in rural areas

7) Development of gastronomic  resources as well as cultural, traditional and environmental resources

8) Creation of  associations on the territories 

9) Creation of common standards at trans-national level  

PARTNERS’ COMMITMENTS

· Co.GAL Monteporo Serre Vibonesi was assigned by the trans-national partnership as coordinator of the “Network for the Trading of Local Products and Rural Tourism” and it commits itself to duly ensure the coordination and to constantly  provide with information regarding the project’s course of the action

· Partners commit to create a local development strategy on their own territories in keeping with the guidelines of the  present agreement protocol

· To outline which objectives in terms of employment, socio- economic improvement and competitiveness  are being reached by the common trans-national cooperation 

· To undertake  responsibilities concerning the realisation of the project 

· To commit themselves to  set up and manage common structures resulting from the conclusion of the project

· To provide Co.GAL ,as coordinator , with all necessary information for creating a common trans-national cooperation project within the requested deadlines

· To appoint a member of the administrative personnel and technical responsible from within the own structure  in charge with evaluating the project’s  activities

· Institutions from Cyprus ,Bulgaria and Romania, currently countries non-members of EU commit to create a curriculum underlining the acquired competences regarding the cooperation and  undertaken activities concerning the “main theme” of the project.

In order to set up  the next meeting of the Network” due to take place in Portugal, June 2004  and to define   future actions of the “Network “ partners undertake the following commitments:

· the LAGs from Calabria are held to present a project on the following intervention  points: n°.7, 8, 11

· The LAG and the Development Agencies from Crete are held to present project on the following intervention points: n°. 2, 3, 5, 6, 9

· The Development Agency from Portugal is held to  present a project on the following intervention points:  n°. 4, 10

The creation of the trans-national partnership will conclude by the subscription of each organization to these above-mentioned activities.

It is hereby confirmed the intention of the LAG “Layon Saumurois”(France Maine Loire) to participate in the network 

The “Network” agrees to the  proposal of the LAG Eolie Isles (Italy) to take part in the partnership

The “Network” decides to allow further participation to the Network (both E.U. member States and non member States) on condition that  the requests be presented by the end of June 2004

Chania, Crete, December 4th , 2003

CHANIA, CRETE – (GR)  December, 4 th  2003 

CO.GAL MONTE PORO  SERRE VIBONESI (ITALY)

Paolo Pileggi


GAL SERRE CALABRESI- ALTA LOCRIDE (ITALY)

Per delega

Paolo Pileggi


GAL VALLE DEL CRATI

Per delega

Paolo Pileggi


GAL TERRA DEI TRULLI DI BARSENTO (ITALY)

Per delega

Paolo Pileggi


GALAJS (ITALY)

Francesco Rizzo


DEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF HERAKLIO (CRETE) (GR)

Amalia Tavlathoraki


LAG   OADYC (CRETE)  (GR)

Milidakis Efstratios


DEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF LASITHI (CRETE)  (GR)

Antonakakis  Babies


ADRACES ASSOCIACAO PARA O DESENVOLVIMENTO DA RAIA CENTRO SUL (PO)

Luis Andrade


UNION OF COMMUNITIES OF LARNACA (CY)

Spyros Elenodoron


FEDERATIA ROMANA PENTRU DESVOLTARE MONTANA SI RURALA (RO)

Mitrache Valentin Stefan


