
          CITTA’ di PIZZO       
Provincia di Vibo Valentia

ASSESSORATO ALLA CULTURA - ASSESSORATO AL TURISMO

ASSOCIAZIONE “G. MURAT” ONLUS

Welcome to the
MURAT CASTLE
National Monument (1892) – Museo Provinciale Murattiano (2003)
Useful information for a nice visit
Simplified Informative Card
WHAT CAN PEOPLE VISIT IN THE CASTLE?
The most important historical event which happened in Pizzo has been reconstructed inside the Castle: Gioacchino Murat’s attempt, the 8th  of October, 1815, to reconquer  the Reign of Naples.  
The most  significant scenes of the last moments of Murat’s life have been restored through a  scenographic performance, with costume and life sized manikins: from his imprisonment to the process, from his confession to the execution. 

SUGGESTED ITINERARY 
Ground Floor:
- Prisons of the castle.  In the cells, which for centuries have been the prisons of the fortress, there are soldiers and officers of the murattiane troops. They were taken  prisoners  nearby  Pizzo Marina after their disembarkation the 8th of October, 1815.
- Army and guardplace.
- Documents, prints and maps about the Aragonese origins of the castle.
Upper Floor:

· Historical Hall, where some copies of Murat and his wife’s, Carolina Bonaparte, paintings are exhibited. The original paintings are in the museums of the mean European capitals. 

· Biblioteca Provinciale Murattiana, where several books about Murat and the Napoleonic period are kept, (written in Italian and also in French and English) and historical books about the ancient and modern Calabria.
· Showcases with finds and publication about the murattiana age.
· Admittance Gallery where people can admire some copies and reproductions of  murattiani antiques and famous paintings representing different moments of Murat’s life. On a plaque they are impressed the words that Alessandro Dumas wrote in his journey diary, when he was in Pizzo, the 13th of October, 1835, to trustily reconstruct the story of Gioacchino Murat’s tragedy. Among the most precious pieces, there is a Murat’s marble bust made by his personal friend, the French sculptor Jean Jaques Catex. The bust was given to the Castle of Pizzo in 1950 by the princess Nicole Murat, descendant of the King of Naples.
· - Trial Room, where the military committee gathered to sentence Murat to be shot. In the big hall of the Castle there is exhibited a collecton of 103 original period coins, “Coins and People”, which are well preserved. The careful selection of the little numismatic treasure stimulates the journey in the South of Italy, telling different sotries about people and their families, military fights and revolutions for 14 centuries of history. From the Tiberio’s II “Follis” (578 – 582) to the Francesco ‘s II “10 Tornesi”(1859 – 1860). A political – historical and artistic contribution given to the citizens and visitors of the Castle, hoping that the Mediterranean civilizations and cultures become a message of peace and prosperity for the future generations.
· - Prison where Murat was shut the second day after he was taken prisoner and where, a short time before his execution, he received the religious comforts by the priest Antonio Tommaso Masdea (in the afternoon on Friday the 13th of October, 1815).
· - The place where he was shot  on Friday the 13th of October, 1815, at 5 p.m. and  where he said his last words ”Aim at my chest, save my face”.

THE CHURCH OF “SAN GIORGIO”
 Gioacchino Murat’s grave  The historical way about Murat’s presence in Pizzo can be completed with a visit at his grave which is in Saint George Cathedral, where his bones are buried in the third common grave in the centre of the church.
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The Castle of Pizzo was built in 1492 by Ferdinando 1st of Aragona.

It was declared “National Monument” since 3rd of  June, 1892 and
It’s “Museo Provinciale Murattiano” since May, 2003.
1) why is the castle of Pizzo historically important?

First because inside its prisons Gioacchino Murat was imprisoned, sentenced and finally shot.
2) Who was Gioacchino Murat? 

He was born in La Bastide-Fortuniere (France) on March 23, 1767. He was king of Naples and Napoleon Bonaparte’s brother in law because he married Napoleon’s sister Carolina.
3) Why Gioacchino Murat was imprisoned in Pizzo?
Because on Sunday the 8th of October, 1815, he disembarked nearby Pizzo with a scant group of soldiers trying to raise Pizzo inhabitants against Ferdinando  1st , new king of Naples replaced to the throne accordino to the Congress of  Vienna.
4) Why did Gioacchino Murat try to raise Pizzo inhabitants?
Because he thought that he was able to start a new civil war against the Bourbon for the Italian independence beginning exactly from Calabria, deluding himself  that the times of Risorgimento were ready.
5) How much famous was Murat in the Napoleonic army?
He was the commander of the cavalry in the Great army. He conquered the Moscow Kremlin and his presence was decisive in each Napoleonic fight. He was just absent in Waterloo fight and the French suffered a defeat. Napoleon said: “If the cavelry were been under Murat’s orders the fate of the fight could be changed.”.
Historical Background “Pizzo 1815”
Every year in October, for Murat’s death anniversary, it’s represented the exact reconstruction of the disembarkation, arrest and shooting with characters who wear period costumes. (see picture of the first edition 2004 by “G. Murat” Association Onlus in Pizzo).
Pizzo between history and legend
Pizzo is a town of about 9 thousand inhabitants, it’s located in the centre of the Golfo of S. Eufemia in a delightful position among seas, mountains, sweet-smelling orange-groves, olive-groves and vineyards. Its inhabitants are called “pizzitani” or “napitini”.
From its squares, real terraces by the sea, one can see suggestive and picturesque views. The alleys of the historical centre interlace themselves in a labyrinth of ups and downs and the houses are built upon a rough cliff clung on a jutting upland like a promontory to the sea as the prow of a ship.

Pizzo is between history and legend and it’s rich in cultural traditions.
In the past its name was Napitia, derived from Napeto, leader of a tribe of Focesi. This tribe survived the Troia war and, after a long time wandering along the Mediterranean Sea, it finally established in our coasts attracted by their beauty.

It was a holiday place for Cicero who called his favourite beach “La Seggiòla”, a resting area for Saint Peter going to Rome and a filling station for Ulysses, as Plinio said. It suffered hard Saracen’s attacks which destroyed it completely, and it was abandoned by its inhabitants, who sheltered themselves by the mountains.

Now Pizzo is a modern little town, a holiday place, famous for its beaches, its suggestive inlets, its limpid sea and its picturesque historical centre.
The beaches of Pizzo represent one of the most important attractions for tourists and occasional visitors: during 2003, 2004  and 2005 they received the special recognition of the 4 Vele by Legambiente and by Touring Club and they have been inserted among the 250 most beautiful beaches in Italy.
      Pizzo is included in the international tourist itineraries, thanks to its climate, its sea and the hospitality of its people. It assures the tourists the possibility of a different holiday: a relaxing, unforgattable and alternative holiday.
           Also excellent the cooking and the famous tradition of Pizzo homemade ice-cream. There are a good 20 ice-cream parlours in Pizzo, therefore it deserves to be called “The ice-cream Town”.

Pizzo is also “City for Peace” since it has joined the homonym national coordination.
Among the several places to visit in the town, there is the charming little Church of Piedigrotta, completely excavated in the tuff with many statues stated in very suggestive little caves.
Assessorato al Turismo

“PACCHETTO TURISTICO”

For  schools, associations and organized groups.
Conducted  tour to the Castle, bed and breakfast, lunch  and  ice-cream  in stores that have  arrangements.

For  information  and  booking:
COMUNE DI PIZZO

Tel. 0963-534289 - Fax 0963-531166 – 

http://pizzo.asmenet.it
E-Mail: turisport@asmecert.it – comunepizzoturisport@virgilio.it 

CASTELLO MURAT

Piazza B. Musolino - Tel. – Fax  0963-532523
MUSEO PROVINCIALE MURATTIANO
www.murat.it
The Murat Castle is daily open from 9am-1pm and 3pm-7pm. On Sundays and feast days it is also open in the evenings and during Summer until the early hours in the morning.

PICTURES

1. The Murat Castle

2. The first Murat’s prison

3. The Murattiana Library

4. The Trial room

5. G. Murat

6. Pizzo – “La Marina”

7. The little Church of Piedigrotta
Here is the last Murat’s letter to his family:
Here is the last Murat’s letter to his family:

“My dear Carolina,
this is my fatal hour, I’m going to die suffering my last torment: in an hour you won’t have your husband and our children won’t have their father anymore; remember me and never forget my memory.  I’m going to die innocent, and an unjust verdict is taking my life. Goodbye my Achille, goodbye my Letizia, goodbye my Luciano, goodbye my Luisa. 
Be proud of me; I’m going to leave you in a land and in a reign full of my enemies; be superior towards misfortunes, and don’t believe to be more than you really are, dreaming what you have been. 
Goodbye, I bless you, never curse my memory; remember that the biggest pain I feel in this moment  i s to die far from my children, my wife and without having a friend who can close my eyes.  

Goodbye my Carolina, goodbye my children, you receive my fatherly blessing, my loving tears and my last kisses. 
Goodbye, goodbye, don’t forget your un happy parent. “.
Pizzo, October 13, 1815
Gioacchino Murat

How to reach  Pizzo:

By train: Vibo Valentia – Pizzo Station F.S. 
By car: Railway A3 – Salerno-Reggio Calabria (exit Pizzo) 
By plane: Lamezia Terme Airport (in 20 minutes by car) 
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Testo a cura, di Franco Cortese 

Direttore del Museo Provinciale Murattiano 


Traduzione a cura  della dott.ssa Anna maria Callipo

Translated by Annamaria Callipo.
