Pizzo between history and legend

Pizzo is a town of about 9 thousand inhabitants, located in the centre of the Golfo di S. Eufemia in a delightful position among sea, mountains, sweet-smelling orange-groves, olive-groves and vineyards. Among all these natural beauties, the houses of Pizzo are built upon a rough cliff clung on a jutting upland like a promontory to the sea as a prow of a ship.

From its squares, real terraces by the sea, one can see suggestive and picturesque views. The alleys of the historical centre interlace themselves in a labyrinth of ups and downs. 

Pizzo is between history and legend and it is rich in cultural traditions. In the past its name was Napitia, derived from Napeto, leader of a tribe of Focesi. This tribe survived the Troia war and, after a long time wandering along the Mediterranean Sea, it finally established in our coasts attracted by its beauty .

It was a holiday place for Cicero who called his favourite beach “La Seggiòla”, a resting area for Saint Peter going to Rome and a filling station for Ulysses, as Plinio said. It suffered hard Saracen’s attacks which destroyed it completely, and it was abandoned by its inhabitants, who sheltered themselves by the mountains. 

Napitia disappeared beneath a blanket of dry twigs and wild bushes and it was a long silence above the ruins of that mysterious and not very well-known town. In the following centuries, ferns and corks thickened the wood and the game increased, so much that about in 1070 Ruggero il Normanno built a beautiful  hunting mansion. In 1221 it gave hospitality to S. Antonio di Padova returning from a journey in Africa and wandering among these places.

In 1363 the basiliani monks erected a big monastery consecrated to the Greek rite, while the coral fisher from Amalfi built the church of Carmelo. Thanks to the demographic increase the village became a town and through a simple toponymy realization  one can understand because the sailors called it “il Pizzo”.

In order to face the scourge of the Barbareschi, the town was walled and its sides were endowed with towers. Its entrance was endowed with a watchtower and  a drawbridge.

Now  Pizzo is a modern little town, a holiday place, famous for its beaches, its suggestive inlets, its limpid sea and its picturesque historical centre.

The beaches of Pizzo represent one of the most important attractions for tourists and occasional visitors: during 2003, 2004 and 2005 they received the special recognition of the 4 Vele by Legambiente and by Touring Club and they have been inserted among the 250 most beautiful beaches in Italy.

It is included in the international tourist itineraries, thanks to its climate, its sea and the hospitality of its people. Pizzo assures the tourists the possibility of a different holiday: a relaxing, unforgettable and alternative holiday. They are also excellent the cooking and the famous tradition of Pizzo homemade ice-cream.

Also excellent the cooking and the famous tradition of Pizzo homemade ice-cream. There are a good 20 ice-cream parlours in Pizzo, therefore it deserves to be called “The ice-cream Town”.

Pizzo is also “City for Peace” since it has joined the homonym national coordination.

Among the several places to visit in the town, there is the Murat Castle, where the 13th of October, 1815, J: Murat (king of Naples and Napoleon Bonaparte’s brother in law) was imprisoned, sentenced and finally shot. One can also visit the charming little church of Piedigrotta, completely excavated in the tuff with many statues stated in very suggestive little caves.

PIZZO, CITY FOR PEACE

(Deliberazione n. 75 – Consiglio Comunale del 30 Dicembre 2003)

A special thanks to the tourist who has chosen Pizzo, wishing that this small guide can take him during his tours to the discovery of the naturalistic and artistic beauties of our little Town. We offer to old and new friends the quit delight of our alleys, our blue sea, our gastronomy, our famous ice-cream and the wonderful landscape of the great and ancient beauty of the Mediterranean Sea.

There’s one more reason to come and visit our town. We have given to Pizzo the name of “City for Peace”. The word Peace will be told everywhere.

You can also receive this word as a gift, without any difference among race, language or religious faith; hoping that all the world can become land of Peace.

