THE LITTLE CHURCH OF PIEDIGROTTA

PIEDIGROTTA

The little church of Piedigrotta is situated near the historical centre of Pizzo; it represents the peculiar charme of the popular culture. Located on the beach, the “Madonneja”(so tenderly called by the inhabitants of Pizzo), it has been receiving for decades a great crowd of people during all the year. Far 1500 m from the village, it’s one of the most visited works in Calabria.

Great is its popularity, even through the whisper of the tourists who come back in order to admire the suggestive landscape that falls from the street to the beach. The splashing of the sea and the smell of the reefs bring the visitor to the front door of the Church, then at the entry of Piedigrotta, the silence announces the cleaning light. The constant spots of  the tuff change their colour and the statues play with their shadow according to the parts of the day and the external whims of the weather.

THE CHURCH

A big block of tuff excavated inside. The cave opens in three directions: the two lateral vaults and the central one. Arches and pillars open and support the tuffaceous rock, excavated with skill and effort inside the heart of the block that from centuries defies the sea.

Inside one can find some religious themes: at one side the Madonna di Pompei, then Jesus’ life and the crib which recalls the southern cultural traditions. These images astonish the visitor because through them  appears the joy of the artist making live and happy a nativity rich of hopes.

At the other side the vault is more diversified: here the main characters S. Giovanni and the Angel of Death deserve one’s main attention.

THE RITE

Every year from June 23 to July 2 (Madonna delle Grazie’s day), the little church of Piedigrotta is protagonist of a religious rite which is now in the pizzitane’s traditions, finding each time new believers among the inhabitants of the neighbourhood.

THE LEGEND

At the end of 1600, one told that a sailing ship was sailing in the gulf far a mile at north of Pizzo and because of a storm it sank. The captain, foreseeing the imminent death, gathered his men in front of a Madonna di Piedigrotta’s picture and they began to preach. As last act of faith, he vowed, in case of salvation, to build a little church nearby the coast.

The seamen managed with several efforts to reach the beach where now the little church raises. The picture of the board chapel lies down on the seashore. The crew of the ship thought about the happened miracle  and before leaving, the seamen kept the previous promise and built a little  votive church putting the Madonna’s picture over the little altar. During the following years the cult place was endowed with a hermitage and a little tower in which the board bell found by the local fishermen had been put. One could even read the date of its fusion: 1632, but that relic has now disappeared.

THE ARTISTS

During the first years of the last century, Angelo Barone and his son Alfonso, local artists, gradually enlarged the cave working with pick, hammer and chisel. Using the tuffaceous rock, they created some statues and sculptural groups reproducing some scenes inspired by the Holy Scriptures. In 1969 the sculptor Giorgio Barone (Angelo and Alfonso’s nephew), coming back from Canada where he had been living, restored the statues partly and added to the property of Piedigrotta two big sculptures representing Pope Giovanni XXIII and J. F. Kennedy.

THE SPLENDOUR

The church of Piedigrotta is open every day and it continuously  renews inside itself the miracle of the light that comes in, first from the windows that overlook the west side of the Tyrrhenian sea, and then from the little holes made in the rock, so that one can admire all the different tuff shades. Statues and sculptures continuously present a changing and soft brightness, daughter of the sea and the sky of this splendid land.

Pizzo between history and legend

Pizzo is a town of about 9 thousand inhabitants, located in the centre of the Golfo di S. Eufemia in a delightful position among sea, mountains, sweet-smelling orange-groves, olive-groves and vineyards. Among all these natural beauties, the houses of Pizzo are built upon a rough cliff clung on a jutting upland like a promontory to the sea as a prow of a ship.

From its squares, real terraces by the sea, one can see suggestive and picturesque views. The alleys of the historical centre interlace themselves in a labyrinth of ups and downs. 

Pizzo is between history and legend and it is rich in cultural traditions. In the past its name was Napitia, derived from Napeto, leader of a tribe of Focesi. This tribe survived the Troia war and, after a long time wandering along the Mediterranean Sea, it finally established in our coasts attracted by its beauty .

It was a holiday place for Cicero who called his favourite beach “La Seggiola”, a  resting area for Saint Peter going to Rome and a filling station for Ulysses, as Plinio said.  It suffered hard Saracen’s attacks which destroyed it completely, and it was abandoned by its inhabitants, who sheltered themselves by the mountains. 

Napitia disappeared beneath a blanket of dry twigs and wild bushes and it was a long silence above the ruins of that mysterious and not very well-known town. In the following centuries, ferns and corks thickened the wood and the game increased, so much that about in 1070 Ruggero il Normanno built a beautiful  hunting mansion. In 1221 it gave hospitality to S. Antonio di Padova returning from a journey in Africa and wandering among these places.

In 1363 the basiliani monks erected a big monastery consecrated to the Greek rite, while the coral fisher from Amalfi built the church of Carmelo. Thanks to the demographic increase the village became a town and through a simple toponymy realization  one can understand because the sailors called it “il Pizzo”.

In order to face the scourge of the Barbareschi, the town was walled and its sides were endowed with towers. Its entrance was endowed with a watchtower and  a drawbridge.

Now  Pizzo is a modern little town, a holiday place, famous for its beaches, its suggestive inlets, its limpid sea and its picturesque historical centre.

The beaches of Pizzo represent one of the most important attractions for tourists and occasional visitors: during 2003, 2004 and 2005 they received the special recognition of the 4 Vele by Legambiente and by Touring Club and they have been inserted among the 250 most beautiful beaches in Italy.

It is included in the international tourist itineraries, thanks to its climate, its sea and the hospitality of its people. Pizzo assures the tourists the possibility of a different holiday: a relaxing, unforgettable and alternative holiday. They are also excellent the cooking and the famous tradition of Pizzo homemade ice-cream.

Also excellent the cooking and the famous tradition of Pizzo homemade ice-cream. There are a good 20 ice-cream parlours in Pizzo, therefore it deserves to be called “The ice-cream Town”.

Pizzo is also “City for Peace” since it has joined the homonym national coordination.

Among the several places to visit in the town, there is the Murat Castle, where the 13th of October, 1815, G. Murat (King of Naples and Napoleon Bonaparte’s brother in law) was imprisoned, sentenced and finally shot.
How to reach Pizzo

By train: Vibo Valentia – Pizzo Station F.S.

By auto: Railway A3 – Salerno-Reggio Calabria (exit Pizzo)

By plain. Lamezia Terme Airport (in 20 minutes by car)

Comune di Pizzo

Tel. 0963-534289 – Fax 0963-531166

http://pizzo.asmenet.it
E-Mail: turisport@asmecert.it – comunepizzoturisport@virgilio.it
MURAT CASTLE
B. Musolino Square – Tel. – Fax 0963-532523


www.castellodipizzo.it
MUSEO PROVINCIALE MURATTIANO

www.murat.it
Pizzo

Latitude 38° 44’ North – Longitude 16° 09’ East

Altitude m 100

Inhabitants 8.500

Far km 9 from the capital of the province: Vibo Valentia
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